Fastor’s f\,/{cssaga

Do you know what we are singing when we sing "alleluia”? That word és ‘*"om the
Hebrew "halelu-Yah" which means "praise-Yahweh". "Yahweh" is cne of the holy
names given to God in the Bible. We are singing out our praise 1o God ’f’*eﬂaver we
sing "Alleluig”

As | have repeated often in these messages on the Mass, the Constitution on the
=acred Liturgy emphasizes over and over that we Logether celebrate the Mass. The
“full. conscious and active participation” is rsquired of us all in the Mass. The aileluia
is our way to prepare and welcome the presence of Christ among us in the reading of
the Gospel Remember that our first reading almost always comes from the Hebrew
Bible (Cid Testament) to which we reply in song with our psaim response cf gratitude,
praise gnd sometimes petition. Then we read from one of the early letters written to a
church community in cur earliest days, often from a letter of St. Paul. After each read-
ing we shouid spend a few moments, perhaps even as much as a minute, in silence
to aliow Ged's ‘x.”J::rG ¢ penetrate our minds and hearts. Then we are required to re-
spond to what we have heard and our response is aiways gratitude and praise. Sc in
response to the Word of God we have airﬂady heard and in anticipation of the Gospei
Word we are about to hear we sing "Alieluia”. As we read in the Bock of Reveiation
chapter 18 we sing this afleluia song just like the angels in heaven sing before the
throne of Goa ,va smg tt“e song of the angels as we prepare to meet Jesus Christ in

1 s 2ist meant as g way to accompany the procession of the Book of

tthew, Mark, Luke and John) from the altar to the ambo {lectern)

nd | will hear God's message to us for the week. The Mass will often
ﬁ“”a”y OF cover a procession or movement from one place to anoth-

cient rite, We smg for example, when cur gifis are being “:rougr‘t to the

wheﬁ ;ve are alf Fommg to communion. If we all gather our voices in song we

! and we "make a joyful noise unto the Lord” (see Psaim 98 & 100).

ou think your voices sound p&eas\, consider singing. As you all know

have a greaa vaice but if we ali join together our voices do "make

1o the Lord™

In Lent, as you may recali, we stop singing the alleluia because we are in waifing,
pfeoar*n for the Quffermg death and resurrection of the Lord. The absence of the
all e ida song in Lent is to remind us of our anticipation and our waiting for the resur-
.e ed presence of the Lord with us after his suffering and deat _The Easter alleluia
ng for the first time at the Easter vigil and Easter Masses is a "ousmg song of
ora’se that our Lord is risen from the dead, never to abandon us again. Life is made
new. What more couid we do when we reatize that greaf event of our salvation than

1

1o sing "Alleluia™!
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